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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


On September 3, 1997, Sergeants Paul Stemmler, Staci Burgess and Anthony Ward of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau were dispatched to the scene of a deputy-involved shooting in the City of Artesia. 
‘The initial location is the underpass to the 91 freeway on Pioneer Boulevard 


Also present during the investigation at the scene was Lieutenant Willa Glover of the Internal 
Affaixs Bureau and Deputy Leonard Williams of the Force Training Unit, Advanced Training 
Bureay. The investigators were briefed at the scene by Homicide Bureau Commander, Captain 
Mauro and Sergeant Wish and Deputy Crowley. The following summary of the incident is based 
on ports, interviews and memoranda contained in this packet. 


THE STOP 


On September 3, 1997, Deputy Corey Fletcher was on duty at Lakewood Station as Unit 134, a 
single-person traffic car. Fletcher, who has been a i j 
Lakewood Station since 


At approximately 0105 hours, Fletcher, driving on Pioneer Boulevard near the overpass of the 91 
freeway, saw a car make an illegal U-turn in the middle of the street. Fletcher pulled his car behind 
the violator and initiated a traffic stop on the driver, who apparently was the sole occupant. The 
occupant (later identified as Ebon Todd Leggs) pulled his car over to the curb. Both Leggs car and 
Fletcher's car were now facing north on Pioneer Boulevard in the tunnel-like atmosphere of the 
overpass. Fletcher's car was slightly offset behind Leggs in a standard maneuver for the protection 
of any occupants who might exit their cars. 


Fletcher walked to the still seated Leggs and requested his driver's license and registration to the 
car. Leggs produced both. The car's registration showed that it was a rental car from the 
agreement he showed Fletcher in the glove compartment. 


Fletcher then returned to his radio car and checked the information Leggs had given him through 
his computer system. The information Fletcher received showed that the car license number and 
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) did not match. Fletcher then became suspicious, returned to 
the still seated Leggs and ordered him to step out of the car and onto the sidewalk in order to 
conduct an investigation into the discrepancy. 


IAB NOTE: This apparent discrepancy was later determined to have been an error on the 
information provided by the DMV. Two of the VINs provided to Fletcher 
in his computer were transposed but this information was not determined 
until later. 


When Leggs exited and stood by the open driver's door, Fletcher, still suspicious of the 
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authenticity of the registration and Leggs' intentions, attempted to conduct a pat-down search by 
asking Leggs if he had any guns, knives or any other weapons on him. Leggs abruptly reached 
into his front pants pocket and stated “No, all I've got is this gum.” Leggs then produced a package 
of chewing gum from his pocket and dropped it on the ground. Startled and somewhat unnerved 
by this response, Fletcher directed Leggs to the sidewalk. 


THE SHOOTING 


Within seconds of reaching the sidewalk, Fletcher became increasingly suspicious of Leggs’ 
actions and behavior. He withdrew his gun from the holster and held it to his side. 
Simultaneously, Leggs withdrew what was later determined to be a .380 semiautomatic pistol 
from his waistband or pocket and pointed it at Fletcher's head stating “Don't make me shoot you.” 


In the milliseconds it took Fletcher to realize he was now in mortal danger, he fired several rounds 
at Leggs. Fletcher is unsure if Leggs fired first, but the two exchanged numerous shots at each 
other from a distance of not more than six or seven feet. After the initial exchange of gunshots, 
Leggs turned and started running north through the underpass into a large open area beyond the 
tunnel. Fletcher pursued him at a distance. 


IAB NOTE: Unbeknownst to Fletcher, he had been struck twice by Leggs’ shots. One 
shot pierced his left earlobe and the other struck the trauma plate of his vest 
in front of his sternum. 


Leggs ran north and then veered east into an area covered with ice plant and bushes next to the 
freeway. Again he turned and shot at Fletcher. Fletcher shot several more times at the fleeing 
Leggs until he lost sight of him through the thick brush and foliage of the freeway on-ramp. 


Fletcher, unwilling to pursue Leggs further, felt a wetness on his shoulder. When he felt the area 
and looked, he saw that he was bleeding from his ear. Simultaneous with this discovery, a unit 
arrived in response to his back up request and saw that he was bleeding from the gunshot wound. 
Paramedics were requested for the wounded Fletcher and a containment of the area of Leggs’ last 
known location and direction of flight was set up by assisting deputies. Fletcher was transported 
to the hospital where he was treated for a superficial, grazing-type injury to his ear. 


IAB NOTE: It was not determined until later, after the arrival of investigators from 
Homicide Bureau and Internal Affairs Bureau that Fletcher had been struck 
in the chest with a bullet. His uniform shirt and vest had been removed at 
the scene by the paramedics and left in the trunk of his radio car. After 
closer inspection of the shirt, a small, pencil-like hole was seen above the 
second from the top button. Following the trajectory of this hole, another 
small opening was found in the lining of the vest. An indentation was seen 
in the metal trauma plate and, after further examination, the projectile was 
discovered in a large indentation in the plate, in the area commonly referred 
to as the “Ten Ring.” 
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THE CONTAINMENT 


Leggs, shot several times in the legs and back and his pinky finger having been disintegrated by 
one of Fletcher's rounds, ran through the thick shrubbery of the off-ramp of the freeway and out of 
sight. He eventually found his way on the other side of the freeway onto a semi-residential/ 
commercial street at the end of a culdesac. At first, Leggs hid in the cab of a tractor trailer and 
then found an apparently unoccupied house at the end of the street. Bleeding profusely from his 
wounds, Leggs found an open window to the structure and climbed in. Once inside, he found a 
working phone in the front room of the house and made several calls to girlfriends and his SENEE] 


Meanwhile, Lakewood personnel, having set up an initial containment area, began receiving 
assistance from other sources. A helicopter hovered over the area while the CHP blocked off the 
off ramp and surrounding areas. A canine unit from SEB arrived and began a methodical search 
of the area in which Leggs had been last seen. 


Eventually, the size and scope of the containment shrunk and narrowed. The SEB dog had alerted 
to the area around the house Leggs had entered. Inspection of the tractor-trailer located near the 
house revealed a pool of fresh blood inside and around the cab of the rig. Blood drops ran away 
from the rig toward the house. The canine handler then noted fresh blood drops and a swath of 
smeared blood on the window sill, indicating to him that someone had opened the window and 
crawled inside. 


Concomitant to the discovery at the house, Lakewood Station personnel were already following 
another lead. When Leggs had initially produced his driver's license, Fletcher placed it underneath 
a pen on the front of his uniform shirt. It was still there when help arrived. 


The information on Leggs' driver's license indicated an address in the city of 
Lakewood Station personnel then contacted the [EEN Police Department and they sent a 
unit to the address to gather further information on him (See supplemental report, Exhibit A). At 
approximately 0200 hours, the unit saw a female exit the house, get into a car and 
start to drive away. They detained her and during their investigation, determined that the woman 


was Leggs'| Inside the car they also found bandages and a handwritten note on the front 
seat with an address of Leggs' ave conflicting accounts of 
why she was leaving at that hour and because of that, the nit notified Lakewood 
Station personnel and Homicide investigators. Apparently, the wounded Leggs had, in addition to 
numerous calls to girlfriends, had called his 


It was now fairly certain from descriptions of the conversations Leggs had with his girlfriends and 
jat he was seriously wounded. For that reason, the Crisis Negotiations Team (CNT) was 
called along with the SEB Special Weapons Team. 


THE STANDOFF 


Communications were established with Leggs by the CNT inside the house, and a deployment of 
Special Weapons Team members surrounded the location. Negotiations with Leggs continued 
throughout the early morning hours until dawn (See Exhibit F, CNT documents relating to their 
involvement). 
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IAB NOTE: It was later determined that Leggs had suffered serious gunshot wounds to 
his hand and legs during the initial exchange of shots with Deputy Fletcher. 
Although these wounds, in retrospect, had not been immediately life- 
threatening, the information gathered from witnesses to conversations with 
Leggs during the standoff, were deemed serious enough to warrant more 
than just a “wait and see” attitude. Sergeant Perrou's unit's conversations 
with Leggs (Exhibit F), indicated that he was possibly losing blood at a rate 
which would render all other forms of negotiations impossible. 


Additionally, the tape of the conversations between Leggs and the CNT did 
not record. Sergeant Perrou sent the tape and equipment to be checked for 
malfunctions. The findings of these test are included as Exhibit G. 


At approximately 0800 hours, with coordination between CNT and Special Weapons Team 
leaders, tear gas was introduced into the house in an effort to force Leggs from the location. This 
tactic was successful to the point where Leggs exited the house from a front window. 


Leggs, however, did not exit the house unarmed, as had been requested. When he appeared on the 
porch, he held his gun to his head as he walked north off the porch. 


Special Weapons Team members, concealed behind several tractor-trailers north of Leggs, made 
several demands of Leggs that he drop his weapon. Leggs ignored their request and continued off 
the porch toward some abandoned cars. The Special Weapons Team, commanded by Sergeant 
Larry Lincoln, then redeployed some of the members of the team in different locations. One of the 
members, armed with the ARWIN, attempted to move to get a shot at Leggs, but because Leggs 
was now in between two of the abandoned cars, could not get a clear shot. 


Leggs, who was alternately holding the gun to his head and looking around in every direction at 
the positions of the Special Weapons Team members, refused all requests to drop his gun. At one 
point, Leggs moved the gun from his temple and pointed it directly at the Special Weapons Team 
members north of him. It was this action that caused the Special Weapons Team long rifle 
member, Deputy Donnie Johnson, who had positioned himself across the street from the front of 
the house, to fire one round at Leggs. The projectile, a .308 round, struck Leggs in the head, 
killing him instantly. 


Johnson, told Homicide investigators that once he fired the shot, Leggs disappeared from view 
between the cars. He was unsure if his shot had hit the target and so he continued to hold his sights 
on where he thought the suspect, if not hit, might reemerge. He said he did not want to take his 
hands off of the rifle to reach down with one hand to key the microphone to notify anyone that he 
had fired a shot because this would have caused him to lose the sight picture should the suspect 
stand up and again point or shoot at any of the Special Weapons Team members. 


THE AFTERMATH 


Leggs disappeared from the view of Johnson between the abandoned cars. Johnson, unsure if his 
shot had struck Leggs, kept his focus on the area where he had seen Leggs disappear. The other 
Special Weapons Team members moved up into positions where they could determine if Leggs 
had been incapacitated. When they saw that Leggs was indeed down, they called for the Special 
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Weapons Team paramedics who had also been concealed behind the trucks. They immediately 
determined that Leggs was mortally wounded. However, because of Special Weapons Team 
procedures, the house and surrounding area had to be secured. This procedure took about 5-6 
minutes. It was then determined that Leggs had been alone in the house, and the area was declared 
secure. 


THE COMMAND POST 


At the command post, word was received from the Special Weapons Team leader, Sergeant 
Lincoln, that the suspect was down from an apparent self-inflicted gunshot wound. No other 
communications between the on-site Special Weapons Team members and the command post 
occurred until the house and surrounding area had been secured. Sergeant Lincoln later stated in 
his interview with Homicide investigators that as Leggs positioned himself in between the 
abandoned cars with his gun still held at his temple, he (Lincoln) began to reposition himself for 
better visual advantage to monitor Leggs' movements. As he (Lincoln) turned, he heard a single 
gunshot. As he turned back, he saw that the suspect had disappeared from view and radioed back 
to the command post that the “suspect was down, apparent self inflicted gunshot”. He said he 
assumed that Leggs had shot himself, because he had seen Leggs with the gun to his head mere 
seconds before he heard the shot, and no other communications were forthcoming from any other 
members of the Special Weapons Team. 


IAB NOTE: The other Special Weapons Team members situated north of the location 
said they could not or did not see Leggs as he was hit, but heard Sergeant 
Lincoln’s communication with the command post and assumed it was true. 


After the notification of Leggs’ apparent suicide, the command post personnel, under the direction 
of the Special Weapons Team commander Lieutenant Mark Thompson, made preparations for the 
closure of the operation. This included notification of the demise of Leggs to his [J who had 
been sequestered near the command post should her assistance have been necessary. According to 
Lieutenant Thompson, and with the concurrence of the CNT leader Sergeant Barry Perrou, their 
plan would be to escort Leggs' Fo a nearby hospital waiting room where notification would 
be made. 


Unbeknownst to either Lieutenant Thompson or Sergeant Perrou however, Homicide Detective 
Wish approached Leggs' with the same idea in mind of removing her from the command 
post prior to notification. 


IAB NOTE: Detective Wish said he was not made aware of the plans of Lieutenant 
Thompson and Sergeant Perrou to sequester Leggs’ (EE prior to 
notification. His plan, however, was the same, to sequester the [and, 
since it is the duty of Homicide investigators, make notification. 


However, as he approached her, he said Leggs' [MMappeared to sense the impending news and, 
before he had a chance to say anything, began to cry hysterically, alerting a nearby news crew. 
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